"MARSE HENRY"

portent of public affairs, and I can truly say that
during the fifty years that passed thereafter I never
discussed any topic of current interest or moment
with him that he did not throw upon it the side
lights of a luminous understanding, and at the same
time an impartial and intelligent judgment.

His mind was both reflective and radiating. His
humor though perennial was subdued; his wit keen
and spontaneous, never acrid or wounding. His
speech abounded with unconscious epigram. He
had his beliefs and stood by them; but he was never
aggressive. Cleaner speech never fell from the lips
of man, I never heard him use a profanity. We
once agreed between ourselves to draw a line across
the salacious stories so much in vogue during our
day; the wit must exceed the dirt; where the dirt
exceeded the wit we would none of it.

He was a singularly self-respecting man; genu-
inely a modest man. The actor is supposed to be
so familiar with the pubic as to be proof against
surprises. Before his audience he must be master
of himself, holding the situation and his art by the
firmest grip. He must simulate, not experience
emotion, the effect referable to the seeming, never
to the actuality involving the realization.
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